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likely to say that a tiger is "to eat you up." When he is
eight years old he is able to give as a definition: "It's an
animal like a big old cat that I saw in the circus." The
child's vocabulary grows in richness of associations and vivid-
ness with his experiences. A vocabulary acquired chiefly
from books as the child grows older will not be as concrete
and vivid as the vocabulary acquired in childhood through
firsthand experience. The extent to which he incorporates
his experience depends upon his intelligence. Accordingly,
the language of a child is an important index of his mental
maturity and his environmental stimuli.-1
Some children grow up speaking two languages. One they
use in the home; the other, they use in school. In some
ways it is an advantage to primary children to speak two
languages. It seems somewhat inefficient for a child of
foreign-born parents not to learn his parents7 native tongue
as well as the language of their adopted country. A speak-
ing knowledge of a foreign language is desirable and nec-
essary for many adults. Even a primary child may use his
knowledge of a foreign language and its culture and tradi-
tions to enrich the experiences of other children in the class,
gaining thereby a sense of personal worth through the con-
tribution he is able to make to the group. On the other
hand, acquiring two languages may retard the development
of the language he uses in school and, in some cases, appears
to increase the difficulty of learning to read. Thus, these
children from foreign-speaking homes are likely to be slowed
up in achievement during the first years of school. Whether
they are or not depends a great deal on the neighborhood,
If the children play with English-speaking children, they
will tend to think in the language in which they play and
this will hasten their mastery of English. For that reason
children with bilingual backgrounds should have many op-
portunities to talk and play and work with children who
speak the English language, so that they may quickly and
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